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National security issues have been in the headlines in Nigeria, and 
companies such as Pahek Security Services Ltd. are there to help ensure 
the highest standards for safety and security in the country.
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Written by Leon Bracey

Founded in 1987 by Patrick Keku, Pahek Security Services 

provides security and related services to corporate 

and individual clients in Nigeria. Initially providing man 

guarding services, Pahek has expanded its service portfolio to 

include enterprise security risk management, airport meet and 

greet services, protocol and escort services, security trainings 

and consultancy, security design and planning, VIP protection, 

security personnel sourcing and recruitment and the publica-

tion of a magazine focused on security issues.

Pahek Security Services is headquartered in Lagos, and has nine 

branch offices across Nigeria. The company manages a guard 

workforce of over 4,000 people, deployed to its client locations. 

It has grown to serve over sixty clients in various industries 

including oil and gas, manufacturing, food and beverage, phar-

maceutical, construction, hospitality, residential, and real estate.

Some of the prominent companies for which Pahek has 

provided security services include Coca-Cola Nigeria Limited, 

Nigerian Bottling Company (NBC), Halliburton Energy Services, 

Atlantic Fluids & Integrated Services, First Aluminium Nigeria, 

and Marine Mutual, CCECC , Swiss Pharma Nig Ltd, Hallmark 

University, NIMASA, and Consolidated Breweries Plc, among 

many more national and international clients. 

Mr Charles Keku is the Managing Director and CEO of Pahek 

Security Services Ltd, and he spoke with us about Pahek’s 

services, how the company has evolved, and why its services 

are so important in Nigeria.

“Over the past few years, security has become more of an issue, 

especially in regards to national security.” Mr Keku says. “Ter-

rorism is an issue in certain regions, so everyone has to buckle 

their belt.”

Mr Keku also says that while the high competition in the security 

sector is something that Pahek embraces, the lack of regulation 

in Nigeria has become a challenge that should be addressed. 

“The security industry is poorly regulated, and many clients 

usually do not see security as something that creates value 

and always want to make contract decisions based on price. 

When you have a company that is only selling price instead of 

quality, they may not have as much experience doing the job. 

Since regulation is not focused on guard companies or security, 

many are hastily set up and there are no standards.”

He feels there should be stronger regulation and higher stan-

dards, but that Pahek’s longevity and record speaks for itself. 

“The lack of regulation does affect us because we do have 

to compete, but our track record and portfolio of clients and 

length of time with our clients – even when management 

changes – those long-term relationships have benefited us.”

Mr Keku believes that having an understanding of security 

needs is key to staying relevant and successful in the market. 

“We want people to understand the need for security instead 

of looking at security as a cost centre – something that 

doesn’t generate revenue,” he says. “Many companies do not 

understand that security is part of a business and serves as 

business enabler. We work with our clients to understand 

inflation and prices and the logistics involved in creating a 

secure environment.”

“Pahek Security Services provides 
a variety of specialties for its 
clients, covering a number of 

security needs.”

Pahek Security Services’ longevity is all about collaboration and 

service, and that makes the company distinct in the market in 

spite of the high competition. “Some of our major clients have 

been with our company for over twenty-five years,” shares Mr 

Keku. “Our success is a result of how we see our clients, because 

we always work with our clients and see them as partners that 

we need to create value for. We always go the extra mile, and 

that sets us apart differently. Many other companies just look at 

security as a business, cash in money. Professionalism and con-

sistency build relationships with clients and, eventually, profit 

will come in anyway.”
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The company provides a variety of specialties for its clients, 

covering a number of diverse security needs. Security risk 

analysis involves risk mitigation and treatment strategies 

involving asset identification, risk identification, risk and threat 

analysis, determining interim risk value (IRV), degree of vulner-

ability, risk treatments and reporting. To conduct this security 

risk management, the company examines the geopolitical, 

economic, environmental, social and technological factors and 

then applies solutions and initiatives for its clients. 

For its man guarding services, Pahek provides trained security 

guards at its client’s facilities. Prior to deployment, Pahek 

Security Services’ guard force undergoes basic security training 

as well as periodic on-the-job training. The company’s guard 

force is part of the entire security system at the facility, a 

deterrent to both intruders and internal criminal activity; the 

team also works to ensure compliance with the policies that 

govern the facility. Guards are recruited based on their location 

and proximity to mitigate any transportation issues. Pahek’s 

guards undergo a rigorous recruitment process that involves 

pre-deployment training, background vetting and on-site 

periodic training. Their training curriculum includes customer 

service, access control, report writing, teamwork, emergency 

response and drills, security communications, dress standards 

and uniform care, security patrol, fire fighting, surveillance and 

observation techniques, first responders and first aid. 

Airport meet and greet services at Nigeria’s major international 

airports are another service of Pahek Security Services. Clients 

and their luggage are processed and received when they arrive 

from their flights and are delivered to drivers who are respon-

sible for their pickup. This service is popular with first time 

visitors, VIPs and at-risk personnel in Nigeria. An extension of 

the airport escort service is the protocol and escorting service. 

VIPs and at-risk personnel can be escorted by armed police-

men to their destinations within the city. No detail is too small 

as Pahek’s insured fleet of vehicles is stocked with daily news-

papers and magazines to keep passengers aware of events in 

the country. 

Pahek Security Services is also heavily involved in the design 

and planning of security for new buildings and facilities during 

construction. Considerations such as anticipated threats and 

recommendations for materials and security barriers to be used 

in facilities are a part of the security design process. Surveys can 

also be conducted to identify current security issues and risk 

mitigation strategies. Closed circuit television and other surveil-

lance systems are planned during this process as well.  

Training is a priority at the company and employees undergo 

“Having an understanding of security 
needs is key to staying relevant and 

successful in the market.”
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continuous training (locally and inter-

nationally) to stay updated on the best 

practices in security. Pahek has teamed 

up with its clients as strategic partners 

and alliances. Some of these partnerships 

include the Nigerian Police Force (NPF), 

the Nigerian Security and Civil Defence 

Corps (NSCDC), the State Security Service 

among other national security agencies. 

Pahek Security Services has also signed 

a partnership agreement with UK-based 

global training organization Arc Inter-

national Training Academy to provide 

security training in Nigeria. The agree-

ment was signed in London in March, 

2014. With this agreement, PAHEK has 

become Arc’s accredited partner in the 

country.  The partnership recorded its first 

training diet on Security Coordination 

and Management (SCM) held on 25th – 

29th August 2014, in Lagos Nigeria. While 

the second training diet has been sched-

uled for 1st to 5th December of this year. 

“The only difference is location and price, 

which will be cheaper in Nigeria,” says Mr 

Keku. “This training and alliance with Arc 

International will help create awareness 

and adequate skills, so when dealing with 

security companies, they will understand 

the value of security training.”

Pahek will be responsible for marketing 

Arc accredited security courses through-

out Nigeria. Additional security courses 

are in the process of being developed to 

focus on the specific security challeng-

es in the country. The objective of the 

training is to provide a global standard of 

security training and make it relevant to 

security professionals in Nigeria. 

To address the future needs of the 

company, Pahek is doing what it takes to 

stay relevant to provide security services 

for its clients. “We’re watching develop-

ments in the industry and economy 

and following trends to see how we 

can diversify our income portfolio,” Mr 

Keku says. “Currently, we’re working on 

an alliance to expand opportunities, 

security, technology, trainings and con-

sultation services.”

For over a quarter of a century, Pahek 

Security Services has grown to become 

the foremost security company in 

Nigeria. With its clientele, longevity and 

reputation, the company is the one to 

turn to when addressing the security 

needs, strengthening loss prevention 

and preserving profits for companies 

that conduct business in the country. 

“Our vision is to become the most cost-

effective security provider in Nigeria. 

We have been here this long because 

we take professionalism as an impor-

tant part of our business. Our integrity, 

values, consistency means that you can 

come to us for any security issues and 

we will provide professional, well-trained 

security jobs, services and trainings. We 

understand the security risks for people 

and companies who come here, and 

we’re a national player who can help 

reduce those risks.”

“Pahek’s guards undergo a rigorous recruitment process that involves pre-
deployment training, background vetting and on-site periodic training.”

Otunba Patrick Keku
Chairman, Pahek Security Services Ltd

Charles Keku
Managing Director, Pahek Security Services Ltd

Akpor Highlife Triumphant 
Operations Director, Pahek Security Services Ltd



Suite 238, The Capel Building, Mary’s Abbey, Dublin 7

Phone: +27 (0)11 461 6385    |    Email: info@fmgpublishing.com

Pahek Security Services Limited

260a Murtala Mohammed Way

Alagomeji, Yaba Lagos 101212

Nigeria

P: 234-1-7744774

www.paheksecurity.com

www.paheksecurity.com

