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With its temperate marine climate and acres of land available for farming, 
Tasmania has emerged to become one of the fastest growing dairy regions 
in Australia.  Tasmanian Dairy Products Co Ltd (TDP) is positioning itself to 
be at the forefront of the dairy processing industry in the state.
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Written by Leon Bracey

We spoke with CEO Tony Catania about TDP, the 

success the company has enjoyed to date, and 

how the business is positioning itself for future 

growth.

Launched as a joint venture between Tasmanian investors,  

dairy food company Murray Goulburn Co-operative (MG) and 

Mitsubishi Corporation in 2011, TDP has processed over 100 

million litres of raw milk since starting just last year. Murray 

Goulburn had been looking to expand its operations into 

Tasmania and dairy farmers in the state had expressed a 

desire for MG to commence operations there after seeing its 

successful ventures in Southeastern Australia.
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So, in September 2012, TDP opened an $80 million dairy pro-

cessing facility in Smithton – on time and on budget. This 

processing facility has the capacity to process up to 300 

million litres of milk annually. Working with local producers, 

TDP obtains its milk from 60 farms throughout the state and 

employs 40 staff on site at the processing plant. Smithton is 

located in the far Northwest of Tasmania, a region considered 

to be the heart of the state’s dairy industry due to its annual 

rainfall of between 1,000 and 1,200 mm, and its tendency 

toward comparatively fewer frosts than other regions in the 

state.

“To actually commission an operation of this substantial 

nature and to do it on budget and on time and produce high-

quality products is an achievement in and of itself,” Mr Catania 

“Tasmania has about 430 dairy farms throughout the state 
and produces approximately 800 million litres of milk.”

shares.

The facility’s launch was celebrated with a grand opening 

that welcomed local farmers, the Premier of Tasmania Lara 

Giddings, and shareholders from Mitsubishi and Murray 

Goulburn, as well as financiers, bankers, and workers who 

constructed the facility. Murray Goulburn, which owns and 

operates seven dairy processing sites in Victoria and Tasmania, 

made the investment in Tasmanian Dairy Products in 2011 to 

facilitate the construction of the processing plant.

TDP processes milk that is then converted into powdered 

form and primarily sold in international markets, particu-

larly in the Middle East and Asia, with some sold in Austra-

lia. The products TDP creates include full-fat and skim milk 

powder and are used in diverse market sectors such as baking 

http://vosconstruction.com.au
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Providing leading edge technology to Australia’s dairy 
& food manufacturing facilities. Our experienced team 
of engineers and technologists offer the complete 
solutions from concept to commercial operations.

Proudly 
SuPPorting 
taSmanian dairy 
ProductS

GEA proudly supplied all the process equip-

ment from milk tanker unloading to packing 

and palletising of the final milk powder for the 

new milk powder facility established by Tasma-

nian Dairy Products.   

Construction activities on the new site in 

Smithton were commenced early October 

2011 and GEA managed together with Tasma-

nian Dairy Products through great co-opera-

tion and teamwork to complete the construc-

tion of the support structures and installation 

of all process equipment in time for the sched-

uled first production of milk powder on 15th 

September 2012.

With excellent milk quality from the local 

farmers, state of the art processing equipment 

and best practise operation, the new facility 

is today producing highest export quality 

products.

GEA congratulate Tasmanian Dairy Products 

with their new milk powder facility.

http://www.geap.com.au
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Amcor St Regis Bates has partnered 
with Tasmanian Dairy Products to supply 
Maxipack block-top multi-wall sacks with 
the patented Tear TopTM opening feature.

To find out more about how Maxipack can  
help maximise your freight efficiencies, contact 
Andrew Buckley of Amcor St Regis Bates
Phone (03) 9496 8700 
Email Andrew.Buckley@amcor.com

www.amcor.com

Amcor, proudly supporting
Tasmanian Dairy Products

products, chocolate manufacturing and in infant formula. The 

plant is state-of-the-art and uses the latest technology in 

dairy processing and packaging.

Mr Catania himself has over two decades of experience in 

finance and dairy operations with the Murray Goulburn Co-

operative. “Our goal is to become a leading Tasmanian dairy 

company, providing competitive milk pricing and offering 

excellent service and value to local farmers as well,” he says. 

“We have some terrific local experienced people who have 

a direct connection with dairy farmers and they can provide 

great service, advice and assistance to farmers on how to 

improve their businesses.”

According to Dairy Australia, Tasmania has about 430 dairy 

farms throughout the state and produces approximately 800 

million litres of milk, which represents 8 per cent of Australia’s 

total milk production. With these figures and an increasing 

demand in the market for higher-quality dairy products, Mr 

Catania is positive about the future of the dairy industry and 

the impacts it will have on Tasmania and on Tasmanian Dairy 

Products.

“With our new facility, we can help increase the output of milk 

production by almost 40 per cent,” Mr Catania explains, citing 

TDP’s processing plant’s ability to process up to 300 million 

http://www.amcor.com
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litres of milk on an annual basis. “TDP has helped lift the 

capacity of the state. What that signals to farmers in the state 

is that it actually lifts the lid and says to them, ‘you can grow.’ 

We want Tasmania to grow beyond 1.1 billion litres [the 800 

million litres produced in the state plus the 300 million litres of 

milk that can be produced by TDP]. With the natural resourc-

es, land availability, and the number of farmers Tasmania has, 

we feel that the industry can double in the next 10 years. If 

it could grow to 2 billion litres, it will position Tasmania as a 

major player in the market.”

“TDP has helped lift the capacity 
of the state. What that signals 
to farmers in the state is that it 
actually lifts the lid and says to 
them, ‘you can grow.’”

Mr Catania explains that dairy products from the state are 

already viewed and received well in both domestic and 

international markets. “Tasmania is becoming well known for 

high quality milk products due to the clean, green environ-

ment here as well as an abundance of natural resources, and 

it doesn’t have the variations in climate compared to states in 

Mainland Australia.”

Future plans for TDP, then, include 

growing its milk supply, maximising 

factory operations as well as adding 

even higher value to its product 

range. Mr Catania says that TDP 

currently sells its product into 

the commodity ingredients 

http://www.georgerydell.com
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market, but wants to aim even higher in terms of quality. 

The company’s strong principles of food safety as well as its 

offering of high quality products that meet or exceed food 

safety standards, he says, will keep TDP growing.

“The majority of our staff have been working for the company 

for only seven or eight months, but during that time, we’ve 

had them take intensive training courses in dairy technology 

and food safety / quality. We plan on having more training 

programs in dairy manufacturing operations for our employ-

ees,” Mr Catania says.

Of course, food safety and quality are significant issues for 

any dairy processing plant, and TDP has made the necessary 

efforts to ensure it adheres to the highest of standards. This 

attention to quality has meant that the company has been 

approved by the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries, and 

Forestry (DAFF), which gave TDP license to export its products 

Lara Giddings
Premier of Tasmania

“We feel that the industry can 
double in the next 10 years. If it 
could grow to 2 billion litres, it 

will position Tasmania as a major 
player in the market.”

http://www.innopak.co.nz
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A Member of The Linde Group

A cost-effective energy 
solution for Tasmanian 
Dairy Products

As a leading supplier of industrial gases in the South Pacific, BOC is 
committed to producing innovative and reliable gas solutions, one 
of which is Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG). We are the innovators in 
the design, construction and operation of Micro-LNG plants and the 
first company in Australia to produce LNG 30 years ago.

Tasmanian Dairy Products (TDP) is one such company benefiting 
from BOC’s innovation. Through our subsidiary Elgas, our micro-LNG 
production plant in Westbury, Tasmania has been proudly supplying 
TDP with LNG for the last 6 months. TDP uses LNG as its primary 
energy source to make steam when producing powdered milk for 
export. As an energy source, LNG is a cost-effective solution for 
TDP due to its proximity to the micro-LNG plant — a result of BOC’s 
commitment to local manufacturing. However, BOC can also supply 
LNG to regional as well as remote locations all over Australia, via 
delivery in our fleet of cryogenic liquid tankers. 

BOC’s LNG supply offer is a fully-integrated solution which includes 
not only supply of the LNG itself, but also the LNG vessel, vapouriser, 
management of gas demand through remote telemetry and delivery 
scheduling.

To find out more about BOC’s stationary energy service offer, please 
contact David McCowatt, LNG Sales Manager on 0401 605 205 or 
david.mccowatt@boc.com 

BOC Limited
Riverside Corporate Park, 10 Julius Avenue, North Ryde, NSW 2113 Australia
contact@boc.com | boc.com.au | 131 262 
BOC is a trading name of BOC Limited, a Member of The Linde Group. © BOC Limited 2013. MA|BIF|0513

BOC is a Member of The Linde Group, a leading 

global gases and engineering company, which 

serves customers in more than 50 countries. The 

company develops safe, sustainable and innovative 

solutions for customers in many specialty sectors, 

heavy industry and medical environments. With 

more than 2,500 employees in the South Pacific, 

BOC provides innovative solutions that make a dif-

ference to the world. Throughout Australia, New 

Zealand and the South Pacific, BOC supplies safety 

products, industrial equipment and trade tools, 

and specialty compressed and bulk gases and gas 

related equipment. BOC services over 400,000 

customers through 40 production facilities and 

has a retail network that covers around 80 retail 

outlets with more than 1000 agents and equip-

ment partners. Central to our success is our com-

mitment to the values of safety, integrity, sustain-

ability and respect. We have a passion to excel, 

innovate for customers, empower people, and to 

thrive through diversity. BOC provides safety equip-

ment and gas products as well as a breadth of 

technology services and solutions to the manufac-

turing, scientific, hospitality, medical, agriculture, 

refrigeration and packaged chemicals industries. In 

addition to this, BOC provides process gas related 

solutions to customers in the food, metal, petro-

chemical, oil refining, minerals and other process 

industries. BOC also has a substantial welding 

products business and provides safety equip-

ment, PPE and services to thousands of businesses 

throughout Australia and New Zealand. As safety is 

the culture reinforced by BOC employees, this area 

of expertise is especially valued by our customers.

Boc, a memBer of the linde grouP

http://www.boc.com
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to foreign markets. In addition, TDP has also been accredited 

by the European Union (EU), so the company can export its 

products to European markets in the future.

“To achieve that within a few months of operation demon-

strates TDP’s dedication to high quality products that sell 

around the world,” says Mr Catania.

Some challenges that TDP faces include having competitive 

milk pricing for farmers and providing the valued services that 

dairy farmers in Tasmania expect; increased competition from 

http://www.foss.com.au
http://www.jasol.com.au
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pitt&sherry delivers innovative  
plant and infrastructure solutions  
to food and beverage industry 

transport  |  community  |  mining & industrial  |  carbon & energy

pitt&sherry
sustainablethinking
sustainablethinking
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pitt&sherry provides market-
leading engineering solutions to 
the food and beverage industry. 
Our deep knowledge and advisory 
capability delivers innovative 
solutions that provide business 
value to our client operations.
With our project delivery focus, 
pitt&sherry provides economically 
sustainable solutions throughout 
the lifecycle of your project.

• Facility development
• Building design
• Services design and auditing
• Facility relocation
• Resource optimisation

1300 pittsh (1300 748 874)  
www.pittsh.com.au

Offices in: Brisbane 
Canberra Devonport 
Hobart Launceston 
Melbourne Sydney

other processors in the state; and ensuring there is sufficient 

on-farm and factory labour to obtain and process the milk. 

“We don’t necessarily see these as difficulties, but challenges 

that we know have to be addressed head-on with a positive 

outlook and solid plans,” explains Mr Catania. 

For example, TDP is planning to build an alliance with a new 

agricultural college that has recently opened in Smithton, 

AgriTas Trade College (agritas.org.au).   “It will provide a centre 

of excellence and give local people the opportunity to learn 

about agriculture and work in the dairy industry after suc-

cessfully completing their studies.” TDP has plans in place to 

provide on-the-job training to students of the school.

Ultimately, Mr Catania sees future success for not only TDP, 

but for Tasmania as a whole. “What we’ve been able to 

achieve here in Tasmania is a demonstration that a business 

can develop very quickly in an area of agriculture that is very 

important to the local economy, and we’ve done that in the 

face of a decline in other industries within the region,” he says.  

“This business creates a fantastic opportunity for dairy pro-

ducers throughout the state, has increased competition, and 

provides opportunities for farmers to grow their milk supply 

as well as for new farmers to enter the industry.” 

“Our goal is to become 
Tasmania’s leading 
dairy company.”

http://www.pittsh.com.au
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Tasmanian Dairy Products Co. Ltd. 

PO Box 222
Smithton, TAS 7330

P: 03 6452 1331

F: 03 6452 2407

E: info@tasdairyproducts.com

www.tasdairyproducts.com
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